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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 4 SEPTEMBER 2026

Materials Week USA defers 2026 edition
amid US-Iran war and global pressures
Event moves to  as war-related oil and fuel costs, US tariffs and tighter
visa rules create unacceptable uncertainty for a global materials and manufacturing event.

DETROIT, MICHIGAN - OmniChain Nexus Ltd today announced that Materials Week USA, originally scheduled
for 27-29 October 2026 at Huntington Place, Detroit, will be deferred to . The 2026
edition will not take place, and the event will return to Huntington Place, Detroit, on those confirmed dates.

The decision follows an extensive review of the operating environment facing the advanced materials and
manufacturing industries. Rather than any single factor, four pressures have compounded: the war between
the United States and Iran that began on 28 February 2026; the resulting shock to oil and fuel prices;
continuing US tariff and cross-border trade uncertainty; and tighter rules governing US visa applications.
Together, these developments have affected exhibitor confidence, freight and travel budgets, corporate
approvals and the ability of international participants to plan with certainty.

Four compounding pressures on a global industry
On 28 February 2026, US Central Command launched Operation Epic Fury in Iran. The military action and
subsequent de facto closure of the Strait of Hormuz sharply disrupted global energy markets. The US Energy
Information Administration reported that Brent crude rose from $61 per barrel at the beginning of 2026 to
$118 at the end of the first quarter - the largest inflation-adjusted quarterly increase in records dating back
to 1988. Diesel and jet-fuel prices also rose especially sharply, directly affecting manufacturing logistics,
freight and international business travel.

Trade pressures have compounded the energy shock. In April, the US Department of Commerce reported
tariffs of 50% on the full value of qualifying steel, aluminum and copper articles, and 25% on qualifying
derivative articles. The National Association of Manufacturers' Q1 survey found that 70.6% of respondents
cited trade uncertainty as a leading challenge, 63.3% reported increased supply-chain volatility and 54.6%
relied on Canada, Mexico or both for critical supply-chain activity - particularly relevant to a Detroit event
serving integrated North American manufacturing networks.

The US visa environment has also tightened. Since October 2025, most nonimmigrant visa applicants have
generally been required to attend an in-person interview, subject to limited exceptions. Updated July 2026
guidance directs applicants to schedule interviews in their country of nationality or residence and warns that
applicants applying elsewhere may face significantly longer waits. These changes add time, cost and
uncertainty for overseas exhibitors, speakers and buyers.

“Deferring Materials Week USA has been one of our toughest decisions. The US-Iran
war, oil-price shock, tariffs and tighter visa rules are compounding one another. Our
responsibility is to deliver the international exhibitors, buyers and decision-makers
our customers were promised - not simply to open the doors.”
Alexander Oliver, Managing Director, OmniChain Nexus Ltd
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Existing exhibitor investment is fully protected
OmniChain Nexus has confirmed that every existing exhibitor's investment and booking will be carried
forward in full to Materials Week USA 2027. No exhibitor will lose its investment as a result of the deferment.
Exhibitors will retain the same booth size, their exact position on the floorplan and their existing agreed rate,
with all other booking details and commercial terms unchanged.

The additional planning period will be used to strengthen international participation, expand the buyer
programme and deliver a larger, more commercially valuable event.

A larger, ten-show platform for 2027
The 2027 edition will expand Materials Week USA from six to ten co-located exhibitions through the
introduction of four new specialist events: M-Tech LIVE, MatMach Live, FoamConnect and CeramicSupply.

Material technology for industrial innovation. Advanced-material machining and processing.

Foam manufacturing, converting and supply. Advanced ceramic materials and supply.

The four launches will sit alongside Silicone Expo USA, The Magnetics Show USA, The Gasket & Seals Show,
Tape & Functional Film Expo, High Performance Alloys Expo and Speciality Polymers World. Together, the ten
events will create a broader marketplace spanning advanced materials, processing, machining and
production technology.

“By moving to  and expanding to ten focused exhibitions, we
can protect existing relationships, give international companies greater planning
confidence and deliver a stronger event across the materials manufacturing value
chain.”
Alexander Oliver, Managing Director, OmniChain Nexus Ltd

About Materials Week USA About OmniChain Nexus
Materials Week USA is a portfolio of specialist, co-located
exhibitions connecting material suppliers and technology
providers with buyers, engineers, Tier 1 suppliers and
OEMs across high-value manufacturing industries.

OmniChain Nexus Ltd is an international B2B exhibition
organiser creating commercial platforms for advanced
materials, manufacturing technology and industrial
supply chains in Europe and the United States. Company
No. 12877797.

Media enquiries
Alexander Oliver, Managing Director
OmniChain Nexus Ltd

info@omni-nex.com
+44 (0)1273 980 716
materialsweekusa.com   |   omni-nex.com

Sources: US Department of Defense, Operation Epic Fury; US Energy Information Administration, Q1 2026 oil prices; US Department of
Commerce, 13 April 2026; National Association of Manufacturers, Q1 2026 Manufacturers' Outlook Survey; US Department of State,
interview-waiver rules; US Department of State, country-of-residence guidance.
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